
 
August 10, 2015 
 

 
Dear Membership, 

 
A letter of this nature is hard to write and it is never easy to receive, but I ask you to do so with 
confidence in our God. After several months of prayer and consideration, I have accepted a call to serve 
the Evangelical Free Church of America as an Executive Director of Global Ministries for ReachGlobal.  

 
During the past four years, the love, support, and encouragement you extended to my family and me 
have brought healing and hope to our lives. I wish you could know how deeply I feel about each of you, 
and the joy I have experienced in serving you as a senior pastor. For twenty-five years I have loved my 
work as a pastor in the local church, but now God is calling me to develop leaders for the global church. 

 
Even as I have an emotional response to this new calling—a mixture of joy, anticipation, sadness, and 
loss—you too will have a response. Whatever that response is, I encourage you to take it to God in 
prayer. Come before him with an open, honest heart and then trust him for the future. Join me in taking 
hold of Paul’s command in Philippians 4:6,7: 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
As you look to the future I want you to know that Crossroads has an excellent staff and pastors who care 
about you. I am confident in their ability to give ongoing leadership to the church’s ministry as we 
approach the autumn months. The elders and the board have been praying and planning for the last two 
weeks and their commitment to Crossroads is strong and forward-looking.  

 
In the weeks ahead, I challenge you to 1) pray daily for the staff and leaders; 2) continue your active 
involvement in the life of the church; and 3) keep your commitments to supporting the ministry with 
your time, talent, and treasure. With the Apostle Paul, “I am certain that God, who began the good work 
within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” 
(Philippians 1:6) 

 
My new calling, which begins September 1, does not require me to relocate so we will remain in Albert 
Lea for the foreseeable future. I will share more details with you at the Annual Business Meeting this 
Sunday, August 16, at noon in the worship center. During the last three Sundays in August I look forward 
to learning with you from Acts 1:8 and celebrating both communion and baptism. 

 
With Great Appreciation, 
 

 
Pastor James Petersen 






